DEAD    FED   TO    THE    BOGS

men, Kodratiev, Sibukov and another whose name I
do not remember. They* were members of the Kodov
Expedition and were considerably surprised when I
told them that I came to see whether they had found
anything of archaeological interest.

The five of us went out to the site of the excavations.
There were three tombs being worked, but although the
workmen had already reached a depth of some twenty-
one feet, there was as yet no trace of the actual burial
chamber. The tombs could be located without
difficulty and with the utmost certainty, as they were
all marked by a mound with a crater-like depression
at the top. The mound was formed when, some three
thousand years ago, the tombs were filled in, partly
because the red-pine burial chamber took up some of
the space in the hole dug for the purpose, and partly
for the normal reason that the replaced earth was
loose. In the course of time the mound of loose earth
settled to a normal consistency, sinking in the centre,
where it rested on a loose filling, and retaining some
of its height at the outer rim, where it was supported
by firm soil. That the mound in its loose condition
was not blown away by storms or its crater filled in
with sand is due to the fact that the tombs were pro-
tected by the surrounding forest.

The Kozlov Expedition continued the excavations
in this territory until the end of the following summer.
In the meantime I had another occasion to visit the
district and it was then, for the first time, that I saw
some completely open tombs, as well as their contents.
There was in each tomb a double chamber built from